
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS 297 

The Law Applied to Motor Vehicles. By Charles J. Babbitt. 
2d edition by Arthur W. Blakemore. Published by John 
Byrne & Co., Washington. 1917. pp. cxxvi, 1262. 

The author of this book rightly considers that the law is based 
upon fundamental principles which are not new, and that the 
decisions now rendered with reference to the motor vehicle 
merely present the old principles of jurisprudence as applied 
to new circumstances. The author constantly keeps this in view 
and leads the legal mind to basic principles, at the same time 
keeping his work to date by recent decisions. For example, 
throughout the chapter on municipal powers, the fundamental 
principle that the state is an interested third party through which 
public welfare is expressed is adhered to in the exposition of the 
basis of automobile legislation. 

The scope of the book — by scope I refer not alone to the variety 
of topical subdivisions, but to the range of state decisions — is 
broad. The book covers all the contractual subjects of the law 
in their application to automobiles, citing automobile cases where 
possible. Likewise, municipal law, tort, and criminal responsi- 
bility are dealt with. Pleading, practice in negligence cases, 
evidence and damages receive a limited space. The decisions 
are taken from all states. Viewing the matter from a provincial 
point, I should say there are a sufficient number of New York 
cases cited to render the book valuable to the New York lawyer. 
The statutory basis from which the author works in his treat- 
ment of automobile legislation, namely, the Massachusetts auto- 
mobile legislation, in no wise renders the book of such a sectional 
character as to lessen its value. 

Aside from a purely legal treatment of the automobile, the 
book is instructive through its forceful way of impressing upon 
the reader the completeness with which the automobile has 
entered into the social, business and every-day life of all people, 
be they automobile owners or not. Further, it clearly impresses 
one with the fact that man sometimes opposes and impedes 
progress by subtle reasoning and skilful utilization of precedents 
of the law. 

The leading cases used are well chosen. The book does not 
present a panacea for all automobile difficulties, but is a valu- 
able addition to a lawyer's library as a first aid. Its utility is 
enhanced by a good index. 

Oswald Prentiss Backus, Jr. 

Rochester, N. Y. 



